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New England Food Vision Core Values 
• Healthy food for all (i.e., right to food) 
• Sustainable farming and fishing  
• Thriving communities 
“Omnivore’s Delight” 2060 Assumptions 
• Slow population growth to 17 million (14 million now); with a strong 
commitment to clustered, green development 
• Commitment to the right to food  -- access to healthy food for all 
• Healthier dietary patterns -- less meat, fewer calories, same amounts of 
dairy, more fruits and veggies. 
• More expensive energy and food; commitment to > carbon footprint 
• Strong regional commitment to environmental protection 
• Sustainable farming that minimizes environmental impacts 
• Expand farmland 3X to 15% of New England = 6 million acres 
• Increased fisheries production -- recovery and sustainable methods 
Omnivore’s Delight Scenario 
On 6 million acres, we could grow, raise or catch:  
• All of our vegetables: 500,000 acres 
• Half of our fruit: 500,000 acres 
• All of our dairy, beef, and lamb mostly on grass: 4,500,000 
acres (3,000,000 of which is pasture) 
• All of our pastured pork, poultry, and eggs, but mostly on 
imported feed grain 
• That would leave about 500,000 acres for some portion of our 
grain (for people and animals), beans, and vegetable oil 
• We also need  a strong sustainable yield from our fisheries 
 
 
We would still need to import: 5.3 M acres 
 
• About half of our fruit:   300,000 acres 
 
• Grain and vegetable oil:  4,000,000 acres 
 
• Peanuts, coffee, tea, chocolate, and sugar:  1,000,000 acres 
Biophysical Opportunities 
• In 1945, New England had approximately 6 million acres under 
production—it can be done!  
•Food manufacturing has increased; prepared meals made with 
regional ingredients are in demand throughout New England. 
•A regional food system increases our food security as drought, climate 
change and other environmental and human conditions change in 
other parts of the US, Mexico and China where much of our food is 
now imported from.  
• If we include New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania in the 
production mix, the Northeast has even greater potential to increase 
its regional food production capacity. 
 
Biophysical Constraints 
• Fewer people are involved in production ag than in 1945 -- need a lot more 
farmers to produce the food; need to increase production -- from 2 to 6 
million acres.   
• Forest cover – must decrease by 10% and return to ag production -- will 
require compromise with competing land uses  
• Regional fisheries need to be revitalized; what is harvested from the sea 
retained at a higher percentage within the region rather than being 
exported. 
•A lot of prime agricultural soils have been paved over or turned into 
housing developments; land values vary widely across the region and it can 
be hard for aspiring farmers who do not come from farm families to gain 
access to good farmland. 
• Climate change projections for New England -- 20% more water + increased 
risk of flooding events. Maintaining high levels of soil organic matter is 

























Artist Rendering of the new Boston Public Market 
Artist Rendering of Harford Regional Market 
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